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With often utilitarian interiors and all the aerodynamic advan-
tages of a rectangle, vans aren’t the four-wheelers you fanta-
size about—until now. Becker Automotive Design’s reimagined 
Mercedes-Benz Metris van takes the German marque’s already 
gentrified transport and turns it into a posh executive escape. 
Features include bespoke audiovisual systems, top-tier con-
nectivity, a selection of seating configurations (for as many 
as five passengers) and cabin comforts usually associated 
with exclusive aircraft.   

“We source the interior materials from the same vendors 
that Mercedes-Benz uses to kit their Maybach models,” says 
company founder and CEO Howard Becker. “But all structures 
of the rear interior, even the seat frames, are constructed 
by us in-house, from the ground up. And we add substantial 
materials for sound deadening and noise cancellation.” 

Perhaps more impressive are the vehicle’s command  
center–like capabilities. Notes Becker: “The latest high-speed 
4G routers use boosters, hard-wired exterior antennas and 
multiple internet service providers to ensure the best signal 
strength at all times, and all audiovisual and mobile office 
electronics are controlled through our customized Crestron 
processing system.” Take that, Tony Stark. 

The power train—mating a 2.0-liter, turbocharged 4- 
cylinder engine with a 7-speed transmission—remains the 
same as that of a factory-fresh Metris and is complemented 
by a Mercedes-Benz–sanctioned air suspension.

Becker’s net result is the automotive equivalent of a geode 
rock: It’s low-profile on the outside but stunning when opened, 
displaying the latest in high-tech and high-touch amenities—a 
van at the vanguard. beckerautodesign.com V.M.

Becker Mercedes-Benz Metris Van
AFTERMARKET

ENGINE : 

2.0-liter, 
turbocharged 
4-cylinder
POWER : 

208 hp
TOP SPEED: 

100 mph
BASE PRICE : 

$150,000
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Becker’s ultra- 
personalized 
vehicles transport 

executives, dignitaries, and 
celebrities while providing 
them with all the accoutre-
ments found on first-class 
flights. Take, for instance, 
this Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 

van, which is outfitted with 
a fully functioning kitchen 
inspired by an aircraft galley. 
“The idea is that during your 
transportation time, you can 
do everything you could do 
if you were on a private jet,” 
says Howard Becker, the 
founder and CEO of Becker 

Automotive Designs. “And 
what private jet doesn’t have 
co�ee if you want it?” 

The JetVan’s interior 
designer, Natalia Wilner, 
worked in the aviation indus-
try for nearly 20 years and 
learned to make the most of 
limited dimensions. “I love the 

challenge of a small space,” 
she says. “We collaborated 
to fit in everything from a 
blender to a vacuum to three 
large-screen TVs.” 

The JetVan is also com-
fortable, thanks to a cus-
tomized air suspension and 
additional noise-reduction 

and heat-insulation materials. 
Filtered fresh-air ventilation 
keeps oxygen at optimum 
levels. Each vehicle is built 
to the client’s exact specifica-
tions and can take as long 
as six months to complete. 
(from $225,000) beckerauto 
design.com  —Laura Burstein  

Sprinter

“ The idea is that 
during your 
transportation 
time, you can 
do everything 
you could do if 
you were on a 
private jet.”

B E C K E R  J E T V A N

U L T I M A T E  O F F I C E  O N  W H E E L S
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and the raised-roof option increases 
the headroom by more than 4 inches. 
When ordered in the standard Esca-
lade ESV size (which is already 20 
inches longer than the standard 
Cadillac Escalade), the vehicle has 
a starting price of $160,000. Like all 
Becker vehicles, the Escalade ESV 
can also be equipped with bulletproof 
armor.  —SHAUN TOLSON

Becker Automotive Design, 
beckerautodesign.com

LUXU RY  T R A N S P O RT
Becker Cadillac Escalade ESV 

H E L ATE S T OFFE RING from 
Becker Automotive Design—the 
Southern California firm that 

for two decades has been transform-
ing vans and SUVs into road-going 
business offices—is equally equipped 
for work and entertainment. It fea-
tures electrically operated rear seats 
that recline and extend to footrests 

mounted into the floor; high-speed 
Wi-Fi; high-definition video on a 
32-inch LCD monitor that rises from 
the divider separating the front seats 
from the rear cabin; a Kaleidescape 
server for streaming movies on the 
video screen; and a surround-sound 
audio system that includes Dynaudio 
speakers and digital amplifiers.

The Becker Cadillac Escalade 
ESV is available in three sizes. The 
extended-wheelbase version adds 20 
inches of legroom to the rear cabin, 
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EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT
Becker JetVan

A LTHOUGH STILL AS dis-
creet as ever, the Becker 

JetVan has a new look because 
Mercedes-Benz has redesigned the 
Sprinter on which it is based. The 
2014 Sprinter features a revised 
front end, hood, grille, headlights, 
and bumper. Becker Automotive 
Design, which is based in Southern 
Califor nia and will deliver its JetVan 
just about anyplace worldwide, 
begins with a Sprinter and trans-
forms the interior so that it resem-
bles the cabin of a private jet. Prices 

range from $250,000 to $450,000 
depending on the amenities that are 
added. A JetVan’s interior can 
include reclining leather seats, cus-
tom carpeting, a choice of wood 
veneer trim, a Crestron-controlled 

entertainment system, and even a 
restroom. The vehicles can be 
equipped with a full suite of mobile-
office technology and multiple video 
monitors, including a 40-inch 
screen for videoconferencing or 
watching movies. Enhanced climate 
control, sound insulation, and sus-
pension will ensure a comfortable 
ride and work environment. 

—JOE RICHARDSON

Becker Automotive Design, 
805.487.5227, www.beckerauto 
design.com

Becker JetVan

WHEELS  SPECIALTY VEHICLES

EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT
Becker JetVan
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Specialty Vehicles

EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT: Becker Armored Cadillac Escalade ESV

Becker automotive design’s 
version of the Cadillac 
Escalade ESV luxury SUV 

offers riders incomparable comfort 
and enables them to remain as pro-
ductive as they would be at their 
office, thanks to the cabin’s fine 
materials and high-tech equipment. 
Now the vehicle also can keep them 
secure, because the Oxnard, Calif., 
company has added an armored ver-
sion of the ESV to its executive-
transport lineup. The armored ESV 
actually begins as a Chevrolet 
Suburban, because the Chevy’s 
chassis is better suited than the 
Caddy’s for bearing the added 

weight of Becker’s ballistic-protec-
tion components. Becker swaps out 
the headlights, fenders, grilles, and 

badging, so it is virtually impossible 
to recognize the vehicle as a 
Suburban and not an ESV. 

After stripping the interior to its 
core and before adding its leather 
and wood trim, mobile-office tech-
nology, and 32-inch video screens, 
Becker lines the vehicle with steel 
that is hard enough to stop either 
handgun or assault-rifle bullets—
depending on the level of protec-
tion the owner selects. Prices for an 
armored ESV range from $250,000 
to $350,000.  —paul meyers

Becker Automotive Design, 
805.487.5227, www.beckerautodesign.com

Becker Armored Cadillac Escalade ESV

WHEELS

robb report june 2013



EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT: Becker Cadillac Escalade ESV

Becker Cadillac  
Escalade ESV

WHEELS 

robb report june 2012

Best
Best

of the

EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT 
Becker Cadillac Escalade ESV

 Once again, Becker Automotive 
Design has taken a winning for-
mula and improved it. For the 

Becker Cadillac Escalade ESV, the 
Oxnard, Calif., company transforms the 
capable and comfortable SUV into a 
powerful, versatile mobile o�ce that 
enables every minute of travel time to 
become get-it-done work time. 

The latest version of the Becker ESV, 

which is priced from $150,000 to 
$350,000, includes fully integrated 4G 
connectivity that delivers lightning-fast 
Internet downloads and seamless video-
conferencing on a 32-inch LCD �at-
screen monitor. Entertainment systems 
are a Becker hallmark, and its  
surround-sound audio and video o
er-
ings for the ESV match the performance 
of most home theater systems.  —r.r.

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227, 
www.beckerautodesign.com



 
EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT:  

Becker JetVan

EXECUTIVE TRANSPORT 
Becker JetVan

B ased on the Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter, Becker Automotive 
Design’s JetVan can coddle 

passengers in the manner of a 
Maybach while o
ering them a host 
of high-tech communication devices. 
The latest version of the JetVan is 
equipped with the Sprint er’s all-new 
clean-diesel 3.0-liter V-6 BlueTEC 
engine. The vehicle now has a range 

of more than 400 miles.
The engine and the body shell are 

essentially all that remain from the 

Sprinter; Becker begins each made-
to-order project by gutting the van’s 
interior. The JetVan is available in six 
di
erent con�gurations and ranges 
in price from $225,000 to $400,000, 
depending on its options and ame-
nities. Choices include Wi-Fi, an 
LCD screen for videoconferencing, 
and surround-sound audio.  
—paul meyers

 
Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227,  
www.beckerautodesign.com

W H E E L S

robb report june 2011

Becker JetVan



MULTIPASSENGER VEHICLE: Becker JetVan
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MULTIPASSENGER  
VEHICLE

Becker JetVan

 A
t first glance, the Becker 
JetVan is as unremarkable as 
your run-of-the-mill delivery 

truck, but one serious look into its 
interior cabin reveals the extraordi-
nary degree of custom tailoring that 
is hidden beneath the vehicle’s 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter shell. Not a 
single piece of the JetVan’s �nished 
rear-compartment cabin is carried over 

from the original car. Instead, Becker 
Automotive Design begins each proj-
ect from the ground up. The JetVan is 
available in six different configura-
tions that range in price from 
$200,000 to $400,000. The interiors 

feel more like private jet cabins than 
they do the insides of ground trans-
portation: Maybach-like leather seats 
and privacy shields provide the per-
fect setting for passengers to sit back 
and enjoy the ride. The JetVan also 
features state-of-the-art electronics, 
including a mobile Wi-Fi network, a 
full-size LCD screen for television or 
videoconferencing, and surround-
sound audio speakers.  —paul meyers

Becker Automotive Design,  
www.beckerautodesign.com

W H E E L S

robb report june 2010
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VEHICLE

 Becker Automotive Design 
Cadillac Escalade ESV 

 T
he specialty arena is 
choked with aftermarket 
builders claiming to build a 

better mousetrap. But one manu-
facturer, Becker Automotive 
Design, has stood the test of time, 
consistently setting the bar for qual-
ity, innovation, and value. The com-
pany’s latest o
ering, the Becker 
Auto motive Design Cadillac Esca-
lade ESV (priced from $150,000 to 
$250,000), is the ultimate iteration 
of a rolling personal o�ce. It is a dis-
creet and understated alternative to 

chau
eur- driven sedans and limou-
sines in which you can do little but 
sit in tra�c and bungle with a 
BlackBerry. 

While its exterior remains as unas-
suming as any Escalade’s—rating 

near zero on the look-at-me scale—
the ESV’s interior is unlike anything 
from GM. It is spacious and luxuri-
ous, and its exclusive rear seats sur-
pass even those of a Maybach 62S 
for comfort. But the genius of the 
Becker is its functionality as a fully 
equipped o�ce-and-entertainment 
environment, with Internet, com-
puting, theater, and music systems 
managed by a one-touch Crestron 
controller. This technology is 
matched by custom-ordered mate-
rials: leather, wood, and fabrics for 
the window coverings. Armoring 
options are also available.  —r.r.

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227, 
www.beckerautodesign.com

Becker Automotive Design 

Cadillac Escalade ESV

✵ MULTIPASSENGER VEHICLE: Becker Automotive Design Cadillac Escalade ESV ✵

W H E E L S ✵ S P E C I A L T Y  V E H I C L E S
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Becker JetVan

 Among business-class con-
veyances, the old-fashioned 
van is hardly the stu
 of CEO 

daydreams. It is more likely to 
evoke queasy experiences in airport 
parking shuttles and sightseeing tour 
buses. This, however, is no old-fash-
ioned van. With lavish interior 
appointments and a full contingent of 
cutting-edge technology, the Becker 
JetVan lies somewhere between Air 
Force One and a Bentley Arnage, a 
rolling refuge that is one part corner 
o�ce and one part private club.

The JetVan is derived from the 

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter van, which is 
assembled in Germany and sold in 
North  America under the Dodge and 
Freightliner brands. Becker restores 
the vehicle’s original Mercedes iden-
tity and upgrades the exterior to 
S-Class grandeur.  A specially tuned 
3-liter turbocharged diesel V-6 pro-
vides the motivation.

Becker uses a host of technologies 
and convenience features in the 
JetVan that are derived from the 
aerospace industry, including strong, 
lightweight honeycomb and compos-
ite materials. Sophisticated aviation-
quality ambient LED lighting, �rst-
class reclining leather seats with 
hideaway work surfaces, and power-
operated blackout blinds further con-

tribute to the van’s executive-jet 
ambience.

With a catalog of six �oor plans as a 
guide, Becker fashions each JetVan to 
the speci�c tastes and requirements of 
its buyer. A tailor-made JetVan can 
command anywhere from $250,000 
to $500,000. It is safe to say that no 
two are alike, considering the vast 
choice of cabin materials and colors, the 
various high-speed wireless Internet 
connectivity and videoconferencing 
options, the recreational-�tment pos-
sibilities (such as wet bars), and the 
array of security preparations, which 
include full armoring.  —m.p.

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227, 
www.beckerautodesign.com

Becker JetVan Best
   of the
Best

MULTIPASSENGER VEHICLE: Becker JetVan  

W H E E L S ✵ S P E C I A L T Y  V E H I C L E S
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large and in charge
The 6.3-liter, 640 hp Brabus May-
bach 57 (up to $800,000) is our
choice for the because-we-can vehi-
cle of the year. The Mercedes-Benz
tuning specialist has a nearly three-
decade-long track record of building
very serious machinery, but this 195
mph executive suite on wheels
demonstrates that even German
engineers have their whimsical sides.
The concept for the car arose from a

German automotive magazine’s invita-
tion to participate in a tuning contest
with other aftermarket performance
specialists. Brabus entered an SL600
and, just for grins, a Maybach powered
by a similar bi-turbo V-12. The limo
was equipped with two computers,
wireless Internet, a pair of 15-inch
color monitors, and other necessities
that included a champagne cooler.
With 757 ft lbs of torque coming

on at 1,750 rpm, the 3-ton limo
posted a top speed of 195 mph and a
zero-to-100 kmh (62 mph) of 5.4
seconds.With five orders for it so far,
the monster Maybach continues to
draw smiles from Brabus. —p.c.p.

Brabus North America, 949.797.0177,
www.brabus-usa.com

van again
For those days when you prefer to
leave the driving to someone else,
consider a chauffeur-driven Becker
Automotive JetVan (from $125,000
to $275,000). “Not only does it give
you the ability to relax and enjoy,” says
Becker Automotive Design CEO
Howard Becker, “the amount of con-
centrated work you can do in an
hour’s commute can be augmented by
the fact that you’re on wireless high-
speed Internet.When you get to the
office, you’re an hour ahead of where
you would have been.”
Becker begins with a Dodge

Sprinter, the U.S.-market version of
Mercedes’ globally popular Sprinter
van, transforms it with European trim,
and adds special (but not ostentatious)
headlights, side steps, wheels, and
tires. The brakes and suspension are

upgraded, and the engine is tweaked
to 200 hp and 300 ft lbs of torque.
Custom-designed to customer

tastes and needs, JetVan interiors, as
the vehicle’s moniker suggests, resem-
ble those of private jets, offering ele-
ments of a state-of-the-art mobile
office and a top-of-the-line home
theater. Even the intensity-adjustable
advanced LED overhead lighting
emulates that found in private aircraft.
—gary witzenburg

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227,
www.beckerautodesign.com

powerful steed
Steve Saleen begins with one horse, a
Ford Mustang, and then stuffs 500
more under its hood (in place of the
or ig inal car’s 300) to create the
Saleen S281 Extreme ($61,000).
Naturally, making the jump from 300
to 500 horsepower is no simple task.
Saleen adds a supercharger to the
4.6-liter V-8 engine, along with
special pistons, connecting rods,
camshaft, valve springs, and crank-
shaft. A 6-speed transmission and a
limited-slip rear axle are standard. He
supplies bigger brakes—14-inch
diameter in front—and wider Pirelli
PZero tires on 20-inch alloy wheels.
Saleen also upgrades almost all major
suspension parts, so that using the
available horsepower is both enter-
taining and safe. Attractive bodywork
and interior modifications make the
S281 Extreme as visually striking as it
is fast. —ray thursby

Saleen, 949.597.4900, www.saleen.com

96 robb report june 2005
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large and in charge
The 6.3-liter, 640 hp Brabus May-
bach 57 (up to $800,000) is our
choice for the because-we-can vehi-
cle of the year. The Mercedes-Benz
tuning specialist has a nearly three-
decade-long track record of building
very serious machinery, but this 195
mph executive suite on wheels
demonstrates that even German
engineers have their whimsical sides.
The concept for the car arose from a

German automotive magazine’s invita-
tion to participate in a tuning contest
with other aftermarket performance
specialists. Brabus entered an SL600
and, just for grins, a Maybach powered
by a similar bi-turbo V-12. The limo
was equipped with two computers,
wireless Internet, a pair of 15-inch
color monitors, and other necessities
that included a champagne cooler.
With 757 ft lbs of torque coming

on at 1,750 rpm, the 3-ton limo
posted a top speed of 195 mph and a
zero-to-100 kmh (62 mph) of 5.4
seconds.With five orders for it so far,
the monster Maybach continues to
draw smiles from Brabus. —p.c.p.

Brabus North America, 949.797.0177,
www.brabus-usa.com

van again
For those days when you prefer to
leave the driving to someone else,
consider a chauffeur-driven Becker
Automotive JetVan (from $125,000
to $275,000). “Not only does it give
you the ability to relax and enjoy,” says
Becker Automotive Design CEO
Howard Becker, “the amount of con-
centrated work you can do in an
hour’s commute can be augmented by
the fact that you’re on wireless high-
speed Internet.When you get to the
office, you’re an hour ahead of where
you would have been.”
Becker begins with a Dodge

Sprinter, the U.S.-market version of
Mercedes’ globally popular Sprinter
van, transforms it with European trim,
and adds special (but not ostentatious)
headlights, side steps, wheels, and
tires. The brakes and suspension are

upgraded, and the engine is tweaked
to 200 hp and 300 ft lbs of torque.
Custom-designed to customer

tastes and needs, JetVan interiors, as
the vehicle’s moniker suggests, resem-
ble those of private jets, offering ele-
ments of a state-of-the-art mobile
office and a top-of-the-line home
theater. Even the intensity-adjustable
advanced LED overhead lighting
emulates that found in private aircraft.
—gary witzenburg

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227,
www.beckerautodesign.com

powerful steed
Steve Saleen begins with one horse, a
Ford Mustang, and then stuffs 500
more under its hood (in place of the
or ig inal car’s 300) to create the
Saleen S281 Extreme ($61,000).
Naturally, making the jump from 300
to 500 horsepower is no simple task.
Saleen adds a supercharger to the
4.6-liter V-8 engine, along with
special pistons, connecting rods,
camshaft, valve springs, and crank-
shaft. A 6-speed transmission and a
limited-slip rear axle are standard. He
supplies bigger brakes—14-inch
diameter in front—and wider Pirelli
PZero tires on 20-inch alloy wheels.
Saleen also upgrades almost all major
suspension parts, so that using the
available horsepower is both enter-
taining and safe. Attractive bodywork
and interior modifications make the
S281 Extreme as visually striking as it
is fast. —ray thursby

Saleen, 949.597.4900, www.saleen.com
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large and in charge
The 6.3-liter, 640 hp Brabus May-
bach 57 (up to $800,000) is our
choice for the because-we-can vehi-
cle of the year. The Mercedes-Benz
tuning specialist has a nearly three-
decade-long track record of building
very serious machinery, but this 195
mph executive suite on wheels
demonstrates that even German
engineers have their whimsical sides.
The concept for the car arose from a

German automotive magazine’s invita-
tion to participate in a tuning contest
with other aftermarket performance
specialists. Brabus entered an SL600
and, just for grins, a Maybach powered
by a similar bi-turbo V-12. The limo
was equipped with two computers,
wireless Internet, a pair of 15-inch
color monitors, and other necessities
that included a champagne cooler.
With 757 ft lbs of torque coming

on at 1,750 rpm, the 3-ton limo
posted a top speed of 195 mph and a
zero-to-100 kmh (62 mph) of 5.4
seconds.With five orders for it so far,
the monster Maybach continues to
draw smiles from Brabus. —p.c.p.

Brabus North America, 949.797.0177,
www.brabus-usa.com

van again
For those days when you prefer to
leave the driving to someone else,
consider a chauffeur-driven Becker
Automotive JetVan (from $125,000
to $275,000). “Not only does it give
you the ability to relax and enjoy,” says
Becker Automotive Design CEO
Howard Becker, “the amount of con-
centrated work you can do in an
hour’s commute can be augmented by
the fact that you’re on wireless high-
speed Internet.When you get to the
office, you’re an hour ahead of where
you would have been.”
Becker begins with a Dodge

Sprinter, the U.S.-market version of
Mercedes’ globally popular Sprinter
van, transforms it with European trim,
and adds special (but not ostentatious)
headlights, side steps, wheels, and
tires. The brakes and suspension are

upgraded, and the engine is tweaked
to 200 hp and 300 ft lbs of torque.
Custom-designed to customer

tastes and needs, JetVan interiors, as
the vehicle’s moniker suggests, resem-
ble those of private jets, offering ele-
ments of a state-of-the-art mobile
office and a top-of-the-line home
theater. Even the intensity-adjustable
advanced LED overhead lighting
emulates that found in private aircraft.
—gary witzenburg

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227,
www.beckerautodesign.com

powerful steed
Steve Saleen begins with one horse, a
Ford Mustang, and then stuffs 500
more under its hood (in place of the
or ig inal car’s 300) to create the
Saleen S281 Extreme ($61,000).
Naturally, making the jump from 300
to 500 horsepower is no simple task.
Saleen adds a supercharger to the
4.6-liter V-8 engine, along with
special pistons, connecting rods,
camshaft, valve springs, and crank-
shaft. A 6-speed transmission and a
limited-slip rear axle are standard. He
supplies bigger brakes—14-inch
diameter in front—and wider Pirelli
PZero tires on 20-inch alloy wheels.
Saleen also upgrades almost all major
suspension parts, so that using the
available horsepower is both enter-
taining and safe. Attractive bodywork
and interior modifications make the
S281 Extreme as visually striking as it
is fast. —ray thursby

Saleen, 949.597.4900, www.saleen.com
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large and in charge
The 6.3-liter, 640 hp Brabus May-
bach 57 (up to $800,000) is our
choice for the because-we-can vehi-
cle of the year. The Mercedes-Benz
tuning specialist has a nearly three-
decade-long track record of building
very serious machinery, but this 195
mph executive suite on wheels
demonstrates that even German
engineers have their whimsical sides.
The concept for the car arose from a

German automotive magazine’s invita-
tion to participate in a tuning contest
with other aftermarket performance
specialists. Brabus entered an SL600
and, just for grins, a Maybach powered
by a similar bi-turbo V-12. The limo
was equipped with two computers,
wireless Internet, a pair of 15-inch
color monitors, and other necessities
that included a champagne cooler.
With 757 ft lbs of torque coming

on at 1,750 rpm, the 3-ton limo
posted a top speed of 195 mph and a
zero-to-100 kmh (62 mph) of 5.4
seconds.With five orders for it so far,
the monster Maybach continues to
draw smiles from Brabus. —p.c.p.

Brabus North America, 949.797.0177,
www.brabus-usa.com

van again
For those days when you prefer to
leave the driving to someone else,
consider a chauffeur-driven Becker
Automotive JetVan (from $125,000
to $275,000). “Not only does it give
you the ability to relax and enjoy,” says
Becker Automotive Design CEO
Howard Becker, “the amount of con-
centrated work you can do in an
hour’s commute can be augmented by
the fact that you’re on wireless high-
speed Internet.When you get to the
office, you’re an hour ahead of where
you would have been.”
Becker begins with a Dodge

Sprinter, the U.S.-market version of
Mercedes’ globally popular Sprinter
van, transforms it with European trim,
and adds special (but not ostentatious)
headlights, side steps, wheels, and
tires. The brakes and suspension are

upgraded, and the engine is tweaked
to 200 hp and 300 ft lbs of torque.
Custom-designed to customer

tastes and needs, JetVan interiors, as
the vehicle’s moniker suggests, resem-
ble those of private jets, offering ele-
ments of a state-of-the-art mobile
office and a top-of-the-line home
theater. Even the intensity-adjustable
advanced LED overhead lighting
emulates that found in private aircraft.
—gary witzenburg

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227,
www.beckerautodesign.com

powerful steed
Steve Saleen begins with one horse, a
Ford Mustang, and then stuffs 500
more under its hood (in place of the
or ig inal car’s 300) to create the
Saleen S281 Extreme ($61,000).
Naturally, making the jump from 300
to 500 horsepower is no simple task.
Saleen adds a supercharger to the
4.6-liter V-8 engine, along with
special pistons, connecting rods,
camshaft, valve springs, and crank-
shaft. A 6-speed transmission and a
limited-slip rear axle are standard. He
supplies bigger brakes—14-inch
diameter in front—and wider Pirelli
PZero tires on 20-inch alloy wheels.
Saleen also upgrades almost all major
suspension parts, so that using the
available horsepower is both enter-
taining and safe. Attractive bodywork
and interior modifications make the
S281 Extreme as visually striking as it
is fast. —ray thursby

Saleen, 949.597.4900, www.saleen.com
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All Grown Up
Canepa Design has transformed the
oversize Tonka truck known as
the Hummer H2 into the $100,000
Canepa Hummer H2. An applica-
tion of a monochromatic paint scheme
tones down the H2’s assortment of
black plastic mirrors, vents, grilles, and
military-inspired gewgaws. Smoked
taillight lenses, chrome-plated tow
hooks, and a billet aluminum fuel filler
door are sporty and tasteful styling
accents.
The interior undergoes a similar

makeover, thanks to high-grade leather
on the seats, center console, door pulls,
sun visors, and upper door panels. A
supercharger with intercooler upgrades
the engine to 500 hp, 6-piston calipers
improve braking, and 20-inch wheels
do wonders for the H2’s appearance as
well as its handling.
—patrick c. paternie

Canepa Design, 831.423.5704,
www.canepa.com

Flat-Out Speed
Take a narrow-body Porsche 911, in-
sert heavily modified turbochargers,
replace the exhaust and intakes with
deeper breathing units, remap the
engine-management system, graft on
more efficient and aerodynamic body-
work, upgrade the suspension, and call
it complete. The result? A $200,000

Ruf Rturbo with four-wheel drive
and Porsche Stability Management
(PSM). This is a Porsche 911 that
develops 550 hp, sprints from zero to
60 in 3.7 seconds, and tops out at
218.5 mph. —robert farago

Ruf, www.ruf-automobile.de

Wet but Not Wild
A drive in a Brabus K8 near the
company’s headquarters in Bottrop,
Germany, seemed destined for disap-
pointment. Rain squalls and traffic
slowed progress on the A31 autobahn,
preventing the $170,000 K8, Brabus’
upgrade of the Mercedes-Benz SL55,
from reaching its top speed of 185 mph.
Fortunately, the traffic eventually

dissipated. Following a punch on the

gas, power arrived in a smooth but
controllable rush, accompanied by a
glorious exhaust rumble. At the same
time, the taut suspension made travel-
ing at 170 mph as comfortable as a
leisurely weekend drive in the country,
even in the wet conditions. —p.c.p.

Brabus North America, 949.797.0177,
www.brabus-usa.com

Work and Play
Becker Automotive Design clients
usually make three requests.They want
a vehicle that does not look ostenta-
tious, does not create resentment, and
gets the green light from their personal
security personnel. The Becker Ex-
cursion meets all three criteria and
offers interior features that belie the
Ford’s modest exterior. Prices start at
$85,000, although most owners order
options that raise the cost to about
$175,000.
One of the most popular options is

wireless Internet access. Becker’s sys-
tems include cellular and satellite con-
nections. Owners can log on via laptop
docking stations and view web sites and
e-mails on a 30-inch LCD screen.The
mobile office also functions as a rolling
entertainment center with a home the-
ater system. —fluto shinzawa

Becker Automotive Design, 805.487.5227,
www.beckerautodesign.com
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